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i316 Cover Feature 
ON TOP - this 


issue we begin a new lift 
out section for people in 
the transsexual scene. 


Thanks to all the people who 
have contributed to and made 
this issue possible. Siren is a 
magazine for all people in the 
sex industry, soif you would like 
your viewpoint heard, drop us a 
line. 


Deadline: Thenextissue of 
SIREN comes out sometime in 
the next three months. Contribu- 
tions for thatissue should be sent 
during the next two months. 
Send your ideas and contribu- 
tions to: 


SIREN Magazine 
NZPC 

PO Box 11-412, 
Manners Street 
WELLINGTON. 


Disclaimer: Opinions expressed 
or information given in this 
magazine are not necessarily 
those of the NZ Prostitutes 
Collective. 
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In October 1990 NZPC openeda small “drop- 
in” centre in Dunedin... well guess what, 
we're still here. 

At present 3 volunteers run our centre and 
do all the outreach work, visiting local par- 
lours and contacting escortagencies. We don’t 


Comment from Dunedin Branch 


have a street working population here so that 
makes things a little easier for us I guess, 
when it comes to making contact with work- 
ers. In our efforts to get the NZPC message of 
support and education we’ ve reached as far 
south as Invercargill, and as far west as 
Queenstown. That’s about 200kms each di- 
rection for you North Islanders!! 

The sex worker community in Dunedin is 
about 100 strong at the moment including a 
couple of gay men, and we feel lucky in that 
we get to reach most of these workers. Over 
the past 18 months people have decided we’re 
probably not all bad, and more workers are 
using the drop-in centre and generally mak- 
ing use of the collective than ever before... 
guess they figure we’re here to stay. Even the 
local press has started to acknowledge the sex 
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nzpc addresses 


worker community of late, helped along by 
the proposed changes to the soliciting laws, 
and they are portraying us in a not too stereo- 
typical manner which we’re grateful for. 

So we’re working together down here to 
support each other through the hard eco- 
nomic times, and to encourage each other to 
work and play SAFER!! Thanks to all in 
Dunedin, Invercargill and Queenstown who 
have supported us and we hope you will all 
continue to do so. Remember to tell your co- 
workers about us if they haven’t already 
heard. 

Take care and be safe! 


Genelle Gordon 
NZPC Co-ordinator, Dunedin 
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READERS REPY 


Dear SIREN 

After reading the letter from 
Debra, entitled “Southland 
Worker Writes”, I can see why 
the guy who was arranging the 
evening “laid down the law and 
tried to tell her her job”; he had 
obviously been “touched” by her 
type before. I mean, the type of 
girl who charges more than 
originally agreed to. She blatantly 
set out to rip these guys off. This 
type of girl gives us all a bad 
name and results in the guys 
feeling ripped off, abused and 
“getting rough”. They then “take 
it out on other girls in the future, 
or she ruins the venue for other 


girls, by the guys not hiring 


anyone else, or by the organiser 
“telling them their job”. 

The fact that this girl received 
payment that was (in her words) 
“really good” then asked for more 
money for extras is despicable; 
of course the guy “nearly dies on 
the spot” when she demanded 


moremoney. Debra was prepared 
to take the guys for dinner, ok; 
but the fact is that the guys ex- 
pected “the works” for their 
$10.00 ticket; and they had the 
right to expect that. But for her to 
extract more money is deplor- 
able. This is the same as winning 
acar, then having to pay extra for 
the motor. 

T’'ll bet Debra has.never been 
hired by these guys again, and 
neither does she deserve to be. 
She states “here’s hoping that 
ignorance will change”, I hope 
that she has learnt by this esca- 
pade, but she probably has not. 
Other girls will be bearing the 
brunt of her one-night rip off and 
“free room, meal and champers 
with her man.” 

Name supplied 
Thank you 


Dear SIREN 

I have just read the letter from 
Debra (Southland Worker Writes) 
and it sounds like another junkie 
ripped off a group of punters. She 


sounds like the kind of worker 
who goes through her whole life 
as a “sex worker” ripping off 
guys who spend a long time sav- 
ing up their cash to splash out on 
a “worker” and a “good time”. 
Ihave done a few raffles in my 
time and its always been under- 
stood that the ticket holder who 
wins does not pay out more 
money for“‘extras”. The girl states 
“up-front” how much money she 
wants and tickets are sold tocover 
her price and enough so that the 
“Club” makes a profitas well. To 
demand more money is an out- 
and-outrip off. I’m glad that there 
are still rumours flying around, 
eight years later; but the truth 
would be more hurtful and she 
would certainly be despised by 
other workers in the area for ruin- 
ing their business. 
Name supplied 
Thank you 


TRAVELLING 
ADVOCATE 


Hi, 

Please allow me to introduce 
myself. Recently I contacted 
NZPC in Auckland to see if I 
could assist them in any way, as 
Tregularly travel from Turangi to 
Kaitaia. Well, it transpired that I 
could assist and have delivered 
twoeditionsof SIREN, as wellas 
other literature, to parlours in 


Thought for the Day 


White sheet upraised, safe sex be praised 


I'm practising safe sex you know 
Till both my hands are sore 
I’m in the club where members grow 


Hamilton, Rotorua, Taurangaand 
Whangarei. Perhaps a small plea 
could be made here - NZPC do 
not know the address of all 
parlours and escort agencies, 


should a new one start, or if you 


are aware of us but have not been 
contacted, please drop a line to 
Debbie at PO Box. 68-509, 
Newton, Auckland, or phone in 
on 09-366 6106 so that you can 
be included on our distribution 
list. 

AS a transperson, who is just 
coming out, I have found the 
NZPC very helpful and 
understanding, and will continue 
to assist them however I can. I 
suppose itis simply a question of 
many hands make light work. 

Many thanks, NZPC, and good 
luck with all that you are trying to 
achieve, At the risk of repeating 
myself, any assistance I can offer 
will gladly be given. 

Sincerely, 
One who cares to care. 


Hold off the second coming please 
All through the daze you'll be amazed 


If you'll just let your fingers tease 


With secret handshakes safe, and sure 


I’m practising safe sex you know 

With left and right light fingered whore 
Excuse me while | come and go 

In solo splendour, clean and pure. 


White sheet upraised, safe sex be praised 
Hold off the second coming please 

All through the daze you'll be amazed 

If you'll just let your fingers tease 


Graham 
17-5-92 


The bump and grind I’ve left behind 

For safety must come first 

My friends are blind, don’t seem to mind 
It’s just as well or | would burst 
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Another Story 


I'ma 20 yrs old, single mother 
and currently doing Community 
Service and guess who for. 

Yep, NZPC. 

What helps this situation is that 
I'ma working girl and have been 
for the last 4 years off and on. 

I’ve worked in parlours and 
have had all the hassles of starting 
early eg: my parents nearly catch- 
ing me out, clients not wanting to 
use a joey, joeys breaking, STDs 
galore, Police record for shit I 
wouldn’t have done had I been 
- straight or sober, spinning out on 
drugs I didn’t even know about. 

Pregnancy’s (2 to be exact, I did 
have one though a really excellent 
beautiful boy). 

But I suppose with that back- 
ground my consolation is that I’ve 
enjoyed my work and have made 
most of my money and have kept 
pretty straight throughout. 

I think we've all got to realise as 
I'd think we already do that our 
work is just business with a few 
perks and downfalls along the 
way. 

If we use it always to our advan- 
tage we can succeed. It’s not hard 
and its something we all deserve 
like anyone else in society. It 
doesn’t have to be the kind of 
success where we have a company 
car, a husband who is a computer 
whiz and rich etc. Its the kind of 
success that comes with staying 
clean or eventually leaving the sex 
industry and living a life back in 
society with a bit of normality. Its 
also the kind of success that comes 
from having a relationship or love 
where its two-way. (Not many of 
us have that for long - we’re 
always paying the bills!) 

It’s the kind of success that sees 
our children well informed and 
well educated and better off in 
society than we have been. 

So if we all keep that in mind, we 
know that we can survive and 
thrive in this industry — we've just » 
got to fight and beat more obsta- 
cles. 

But we can do it if we want to. 
On it together! 

Anon 


‘ having a budget written out for us? Hell No!!! But I was thinking, did you 4 


hy } 
Hat ih il 
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What do we spend our money on? Have any of us ever thought of 


know if we cleared approx $600pw we would be earning as much as an 4 
upper middle class family man.* So how come we aren’t paying mort- 
gages and gaining assets bigger than a ghetto blaster? 

Because we are the target for salespeople all over bloody NZ. : 
Because I’m a shopaholic I get so pissed off with them selling junk (cos © 
that’s all it is) and I’m so bored if its slow or if I’m between clients for a 
break T’ll look at the goods they’re selling. Next thing you know I’ve 

spent my first job. So I've written out a list of what I’d say we’d spend 

our money on. Compare it with what your outgoings are and make a 
decision about whether we’re making our money work!! 


EXPENDITURE 
Clothes (yours and-kids), takeaways (incl junk food), eating out, drugs 


£ Gncl dope), alcohol, lingerie, rent, power, phone, cigarettes, joeys, 
»«} hairsprays, make up, shoes (high heels), stockings, assets (TV, video, 
: ¥: ‘ washer), jewellery, car, perfume, boyfriends, allowance, other rubbish, 
e solar power headphones, first aid kits, Harley Davidson belts, just to 


name a few. SB 
Anon‘. 
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Sexual Health Services (STD Clinics) offer a free, confidential 
consultation. Call them if you would like a check-up. Remember, 
you don’t have to give your real name. Here’s a list of the 
Sexual Health Services (STD Clinics) in your area. 


HIV/AIDS TESTING 


All SHS (STD) Clinics offer free, 
strictly confidential pre- and post-test 
counselling. Pre-test counselling 
explains what the testis actually looking 
for and also enables you to talk about 
the behaviours you have practised in 
the past, which relate to the need for 
you to have a test: eg unsafe sex, 
sharing fits. Post-test counselling covers 


the significance of a positive or negative 
result. Bear in mind the HIV antibodies 
can take up to 3-6 months to show up 
in a test. NZPC stresses it would be a 
good idea to use only a code name for 
the purposes of a test. DON’T give 
your real name. However, the clinics 
may needsome way of contacting you. 
You can work this out with them. 
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ow do I 
com- 
bine 


the above 
jobs? Well, let me tell 
you it’s not easy. After 
being on the DPB for 
about 18 months with 
a 3 year old son, it 
was suggested to me 
by a friend I should 
try working in a 
massage parlour. 
Although the financial 
aspects excited me, 
the idea of “selling my 
body” was pretty 
gross. But of course, 
the more I thought 
about it, the more I 
couldn’t get the 
thought of MONEY 
out of my head, I 
decided to give ita 
go. 

Work was great! I 
loved it. The clients 
were reasonably 
pleasant, and to go 
home after a few 
hours with $200-$300 
in my pocket was just 
amazing. I had all 
those big plans for me 
and my boy. New car, 


new furniture, new 


deposit on a 
house. Of course 

my son wanted to 
know where I was 
going at night so I told 
him I was going to 
work. I thought that if 
he knew I was earn- 
ing money for the 
both of us he wouldn't 
mind me going out. 
He didn’t. Like me he 
was excited by the 
idea of money coming 
in, and being able to 
afford to do what we 
wanted to. After 
working for a while I 
realised I wasn’t 
ashamed of the work I 
was doing. I was open 
with friends and 
family about what I 
was doing, but it soon 
backfired. My parents 
were horrified about 
what I was doing, and 
my son’s father wasn’t 
too happy about the 
idea either. Most of 
my friends were 
supportive but as the 


Wy 


~ - 


we 
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word 
spread I 
came in for a 
lot of flack at the pub. 
I weathered it through 
though. I knew what I 
was doing, and why. I 
wasn’t a worse mother 
because I was a sex 
worker. As far as I was 
concerned my son 
wasn’t suffering 
because of the work I 
was doing, I felt he 
was benefitting. 
Nevertheless the 
constant pressure soon 
wore me down, and 
when the rosy glow at 
work started to wear 
off I gave up work. It 
was awful.. I wasn’t 
used to budgeting my 
money and my son 
couldn’t understand 
why we had to watch 
what we spent, when 
we'd never worried 
about it before. I 
started again. Only a 


eS 
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knew I was 
working again. I 
lied to everyone who 
wanted to know 
where I was going at 
night. But the part I 
find hardest is lying to 
my son. I only work 2 
nights each week 
now, but I usually 
play sports on one 
other night and often 
go to the pub on one 
night too. My son 
thinks I’m at the pub 
every time I go out. I 
really hate not being 
honest with the one 
person I love the most 
in my life. I wish that 
attitudes in society 
would change towards 
sex workers so that 
we don’t have to hide 
what we do. I hope 
that I can bring my 
son up to be an open 
minded and honest 
member of society. 
Some one who won't 
condemn people for 
doing what they 
choose. I love my boy. 
He’s my life and 


© SOLO 
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everything I’ve done, 
I’ve done for him. It 
hasn’t been easy living 
and working in what 
is generally considered 
an “unacceptable” way 
but I’m happy and so 
is my son. 

I love you my 
darling, and I know 
whatever I do you'll 
love me. And guess 
what? Yours is the 
only opinion that 
matters. 


Dunedin sex 
worker 
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What about Christchurch? 


p until now NZPC Christchurch has 
U consisted of a telephone line and a sole 

representative, Anna. Towards the end of last 
year several people from varied backgrounds ap- 
proached Anna about being involved in the collective. 
She then organised what was to be our first meeting 
which was held at CIVDURG (Christchurch intra- 
venous drug users resource group), in November 
1991. 

Since then our group has continued to grow and we 
meet regularly at the Ettie Route Clinic, and HIV/AIDS 
testing clinic. 

One of our main objectives has been to establish a 
drop-in centre for all sex workers. The centre would 
provide safe sex education and information, sell 
cheap condoms, and perhaps run our own needle 
exchange. Most importantly it will provide a basis for 
a good support network amongst local sex workers. 

This means finding suitable premises which has 
proved not as easy as we had expected. It has be- 
come and still is a continuing saga. 

At first we thought it would be easy. We were 
kindly offered a room at the amazing new Sexual 
Health Centre at 33 Asasph Street, Gf you haven't 
checked it out yet, do so!) Unfortunately this didn’t 
work out. Ideally we'd prefer to be in the central city, 
so we would be easier to find and closer to you. Also 
we couldn't be open at night at the SHC and the 
staunch no-smoking rule meant that it would not be a 
totally relaxed space for a drop in centre,. We consid- 
ered this quite important as a lot of us do smoke. 

Then we considered the possibility of using the 
women’s drop-in centre but this posed a problem for 
those of us with willies! Don’t assume all sex workers 
are women! 

We saw a couple of good empty spots around town 
but on enquiring encountered ignorance and discrimi- 
nation. For example one real estate agent asked what 
we would be doing with the premises after he was 
told what NZPC stood for. His face dropped signifi- 
cantly when Anna jokingly replied “well, either a rap 
or massage parlour depending on the license we get.” 
Another agent hesitantly asked what “sort” of people 
would be visiting. “People just like us,” we replied. 

Eventually we thought we’d found the ideal place. It 
was central, discreet, the agent was cooperative, and 
the price was right. When the owner learnt it was for 


the NZPC, the price mysteriously doubled. Funny that, 
because the next day when someone range posing as 
a craft shop owner the rent was back to its original 
price (half of what it was for us). On hearing this we 
rang back but again we received the inflated price. 
And the saga continues. 

It is a shame because 
unity amongst sex workers is 
really needed at the moment, 
what with less money to go 
around, more workers and 
parlours, and the recent arrests for 
soliciting in the city. Would you believe the police 
called the arrests “Operation Relight”, sounds like 
something out of a B grade movie! Quoted in the the 
paper the police said that street workers and escort 
agencies were believed tobe a front for prostitution. 
Shock! Horror! Probe! What a scoop 
also very ironic that these busts went 


boys! It is 


down the very same night that the 
issue of decriminalisation was being 
discussed by NZPC with the women’s 
caucus in Parliament. 

If you have any questions about your 
legal rights you can still contact us on the Christchurch 
line or leave a message on the answer 
phone. In the near furture when our 
drop-in centre is established you will be 
able to call in personally. We should 


eventually be open a couple of nights a 
week where you can come in and discuss 
problems, or if you need any referrals to good 
and sympathetic professionals. Also NZPC 
receives reliable up-to-date info regularly on health 
issues, so use us!. Street workers, keep an eye out for 
Anna and Simon (doctor) on the streets every second 
Thursday night. Simon can write you out free condom 
perscriptions so take advantage of this if you see 
them! We look forward to hearing from you. 

Love, Anna, Barbara, Beverley, Janene, Judith, Sasha, 

NZPC Christchurch 
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‘What Are 
Working Girls Made Of? 


WE ARE: 

Resilient like a joey 

Therapists we listen to all sorts of sob stories 

More of us good or bad 

Intelligent capable of leading “normal” lives 

Fighting HIV/AIDS, STDs, easy drugs, society’s stigma 
Strong Coping with others’ problems as well as out own. 


WE HAVE: 

Families whom we love 

Assets Our bodies, cars, homes, TVs etc 

A future to live our dreams and become our dreams 
Good times just like anyone else in society, but better 
Problems Just more shittier than anyone else’s. 


WE LIVE: 

Healthily When we get to work we munch-out: burgers, chips, fishcakes etc 

Happily Most of the time except when the kids get sick or the man throws a wobbly 
or work is slack. 


WE WANT: 

Real love for who we are underneath all this makeup 

Understanding We got here through mistakes in life - we weren’t born nymphos! 

Friendship That doesn’t mean sharing needles — or handing out the latest buzz — but 
being there when one of us spins out. 

Clients Ones who are knowledgeable about sex-care and who make it a mutual 
thing. 

Money Of course! To live and keep ourselves and our families with pride. After 
all what pride do we have on the benefit. 


And lastly I think we want IDEALS — no need them. Think of our lives ladies and where we’re 
going —what you want for your children — our future, Set ourselves up and lets use our money 
well. And like they used to say on “Hill Street Blues” — 

Remember, Be careful out there! 
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“The Oldest Profession’ is the way in which 
prostitution has been referred to obliquely by people 
over the centuries. The word “profession” indicates 
a specialised field of employment requiring learning 
and knowledge and has especially applied to the 
long-standing traditional fields of theology, law and 
medicine. Those serving in these areas were highly 
regarded and they still enjoy high status in society. 
In modern times they have been joined by people 
engaged in other occupations which require 
considerable academic training who have also been 
accorded professional status. 


Generally speaking, these professional or “white collar” 
workers continue to occupy the higher rungs of the status 
ladder, followed by those 
who perform lesser-skilled 
manual jobs, the “blue- 
collar” workers. Relegated 
to the bottom rung of the 
status ladder are the 
prostitutes. Consequently, 
referring to them as 
members of the “oldest 
profession” is a term of derision, despite the phrase’s 
seeming allusion to respect for a profession stretching 
back into time. Although there are some male prostitutes, 
generally it is women who engage in sex for money and the 
focus of this article is women sex workers. 

The current common perception of prostitution remains the 
same as it has been for generations: prostitution is an activity 
indulged in by women who have low moral standards and 
are, therefore, unworthy of respect by society in general. If 
one thinks of them at all, it is to deride or pity. 

Even in the current climate of permissiveness in New 
Zealand where sexual relationships are common outside 
marriage two basic concepts of women still permeate 
society. Morally good women commit themselves 
to an alliance with one man because of their love 
for that person while those who sell their sexual 
favours for money are morally bad women. 


WHO ARE THE PROSTITUTES? 

The general perception of a prostitute is 
the stereotype of a sexy young woman 
dressed in clothes which accentuate her 
bodily charms in a bold manner. A common image conjured up 
by the word “prostitute” is of a young women wearing heavy 
make-up, cheap brassy jewellery, a tight-fitting red or black 
dress and high heels. A prostitute is someone we can recognise 
by that image we carry in our minds, an image which is 
reinforced by an occasional sighting of someone dressed a bit 
like that, standing in a dark doorway in an area well-known to 
be the habitat of people who sell sexual favours. 

Such ideas are common by they are misconceptions. The 
truth is that when they are not working, prostitutes in New 
Zealand look just like other people. They are not sexual 
maniacs craving for intercourse. They come from a wide variety 
of backgrounds — from poor families and rich families, from 


Prostitution in 
New Zealand 


church families and from broken families. Predominantly they 
are unskilled or semi-skilled workers who find it difficult to 
gain employment, especially in the current climate of growing 
unemployment throughout New Zealand. Experiences which 
have shaped their lives and personalities exacerbate the difficulty 
they have in finding jobs. 


HELP FROM THE CHURCHES 

NZPC workers feel ‘that if the churches backed 
decriminalisation it would allow politicians who are concerned 
about right-wing and moralist votes to feel safe and speak out 
in favour of decriminalisation. It would also be a sign of hope 
to prostitutes, many of whom are basically Christian and would 
like to feel accepted by the church, regardless of their sexual 
activity. One example of a church well-placd geographically to 
help prostitutes is the Pitt 
Street Methodist Church 
in Auckland which is 
located close to the red 
light district of 
Karangahape Road. The 
Pitt Street church has 
provided a clean, 
brightly painted venue, 
called Take a Break, a shop close to the church 
(and owned by them) where prostitutes can 

relax with a cup of coffee, pick up 

condoms and read the “ugly mugs” list 
which tells them who are the dangerous 
people on the street and what cars to avoid. 
Those dropping in for the first time can be 
introduced to safe sex and the need for 
condoms to be used at all times so that their 
health will not be at risk. 
As a result of being made to feel comfortable 
and accepted, the young people themselves respect 
the venue and make one another obey the rules of 
no drugs of any kind on the premises. 
The Pitt Street church pays one of its members to 
manage the centre and she is available to help the 
women in any way required. It may be financial advice, 
help with filling out forms or assistance in finding housing. 
Other trained social workers and health workers give some of 
their time and support to help the prostitutes with the various 
problems they encounter. 

The Take a Break drop-in centre has become a neutral, safe 
place in which the women can relax and feel accepted. Such 
help from the church is welcomed by NZPC, who pay only a 
nominal sum to cover the cost of tea and coffee which is 
always available free to those who drop in. However, the fact is 
that the help the prostitutes receive comes through the 
commitment of the minister and just a few of the church 
members. The majority of the members simply tend to tolerate 
the existence of the drop-in centre or give it little thought 
because they live outside the immediate vicinity. Their geographic 
distance from the venue allows them to distance themselves 
emotionally and remain uninvolved. 

Sometimes, church people can give the wrong message to 
prostitutes about what Christianity is all about. Instead of 
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showing compassion and love, they show censure and 
disapproval. One prostitute who has been abused as a child 
found that a church person from whom she had expected 
understanding and help told her that the sexual abuse she 
suffered must have been her own fault because she had the 
devil in her. Such condemnation wit its added burden of guilt 
caused this prostitute to have a nervous breakdown. 

It is easier for some people to seek simplistic answers and to 
blame the victim rather than to accept the disturbing truth that a 
man regarded as a model of goodness and morality is, in fact, 
guilty of the evil of gross immorality and sexual violation of an 
unsuspecting and trusting young person. 


NEED FOR REALISM 

There is a need to recognise that, like it or not, prostitution 
will always be a part of any society. There are those who 
believe it is a safety lung in a community, providing a means 
whereby sexually inadequate men can be helped and where 
highly sexed but frustrated men can find an outlet with a 
woman who knows how to handle them and will satisfy their 
wants for the sake of the money involved. 

Hand-in-hand with the need for recognition of prostitution is 
the need to accept that a certain percentage of prostitutes will 
be drug users either short-term or long-term. Acknowledgment 
of that fact should lead people to realise that there has to be 
greater cooperation among all sectors of society to ensure the 
health and safety of communities. However, it should be 
remembered that just as all drug users are not prostitutes, 
neither are all prostitutes drug users. 

While not all prostitutes remain sex workers for life, it is a fact 
that many who have been working as prostitutes find it difficult 
to return to normal routine lives where their working hours, 
rates of pay and holiday leave are determined by a manager or 
boss. As independent prostitutes they have control over their 
lives, choosing when and where to work and earning 
substantially more money for fewer hours than many factory or 
office workers. Such freedom to be the decision-maker is 
valued. 

Some prostitutes do manage to find other work which makes 
them feel positive about themselves even though they may be 
earning less than they could through prostitution. But in order 
to continue with their new work they need support and 
encouragement from friends who will treat them with genuine 
regard and acceptance. 


ATTITUDES NEED CHANGING 

Society’s attitude towards prostitutes needs to change. Some 
people in the community, and some prostitutes, prefer the term 
“sex workers”, which is a realistic definition of what they are 
doing. However, when the New Zealand Prostitutes Collective 
was established, the word ‘prostitute’ was chosen by the 
prostitutes themselves as a deliberate act to re-claim the word. 
To them it is not a shameful word. Nor was it shameful to Jesus. 

In Matthew 21:31 (Good News Bible) Jesus tells the chief 
priests and elders “the prostitutes are going to the Kingdom of 
God ahead ‘of you.” It must have shocked these respectable 
citizens to be told that people in the two most despised areas of 
work in the city were placed ahead of them. 

Many people today have the same self-righteous attitude 


which the chief priests and elders displayed, considering 
themselves good by comparison with prostitutes. However, it is 
not only prostitutes who sell themselves for monetary gain. 
Some people may not prostitute their bodies but they are ready 
to prostitute their ideals and their values for the sake of 
furthering their careers and attaining more highly-paid positions. 

Jesus was realistic about the women of his day and was not 
ready to condemn them for certain sexual activities in order to 
satisfy the self-righteousness of others in society. When the 
Pharisees brought before him a woman caught in the act of 
adultery he refused to condemn her so the crowd could stone 
her to death. Instead he challenged the accusers to look into 
their own lives to see if they were entirely sinless themselves 
John 8:3-11). 

The church seems to be extremely uncomfortable dealing 
with matters pertaining to human sexuality and tends to be 
categorical in its teaching, seeing things in “black and white’, 
either-or terms. We have been indoctrinated to believe that 
there are two kinds of women. On the one hand are moral 
women who model themselves on Mary, the virgin mother of 
Jesus. Consumed with love, these women give their bodies to 
one man only, preferably in marriage to a legitimate partner. 

On the other hand are immoral women who model themselves 
on Eve the temptress and are responsible for coercing men into 
the sin of licentiousness and adulterous sex. The most immoral 
of these women are the prostitutes. For monetary gain, not 
love, these women give their bodies to many men. ; 

In condemning the practice of prostitution, the church generally 
tends to condemn the prostitutes themselves and has little to 
say against the men who seek the company of prostitutes. We 
need to be less biased and more realistic in our attitudes and try 
to understand the reasons why women become sellers of sex. 
Finally, we need to follow the example set for us by Jesus and 
accept the prostitutes as our sisters without condemnation of 
them as human beings. 


Alison O’Grady, 1992 


NZPC wishes to thank Alison O’Grady 
for allowing us to reproduce this article. 
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n 1869 official 
surveys of 
Dunedin and 
Christchurch 

listed 26 and 28 known 
‘brothels’ in each (respec- 
tively). Today there are 4 
massage parlours in 
Dunedin, and approxi- 
mately 17 in 
Christchurch ... tells us 
something about the 
economy, but maybe also 
about the laws that have 
been passed since those 
early years. Auckland 
was said by police to 
have 800 women work- 
ing as prostitutes in 
1889, which equalled 8% 
of the entire population 
of women aged between 
15 and 40. 

It was largely left to 
local government to 
control brothels, al- 
though the 1824 Va- 
grancy Act passed 
through parliament 
attempted to control 
‘common prostitutes’ 
(meaning street work- 
ers). Auckland city 
council acted quickly by 
outlawing brothels as 
earily as 1854 though the 
city of Nelson passed no 
laws at all. Obviously 
Dunedin and 
Christchurch ‘tolerated’ 
its brothels for a while as 
well. In the 1870s, 3,000 
women were prosecuted 
under the Vagrancy Act, 
most of them were pros- 
titutes. 

In 1869 the hideously 
named Contagious 


PROSTITUTES IN EARLY 
NEW ZEALAND HISTORY 


the continuing story 


Diseases Act was passed, 
this was done to suppos- 
edly control the spread of 
STD... and in reality 
there was very little 
protection for working 
girls from such infec- 
tions, and certainly their 
clients were very likely 
to pass on or contract 
STDs. It pays to remem- 
ber that syphilis and 
gonorrhoea were not 
curable at that time in 
our history, so they were 
actually life threatening 
diseases, similar to the 
issues we presently face 
with HIV infection... NO 
condoms in those days 
though. Its also interest- 
ing to note that many 
doctors and hospitals of 
the time refused to treat 
people infected with 
STDs for fear of contract- 
ing an infection through 
towels, cups, plates and 
kissing. (Kissing pa- 
tients?? interesting.) 

But naturally this type 
of “Act” also served to 
establish a system of 
licensing prostitutes. Any 
prostitute could, under 
the Act, be ordered to 
submit herself to regular 
medical check-ups to see 
if she was infected with 
any ‘contagious diseases’. 

In this way working 
girls were really forced 
into carrying ‘unofficial’ 
licences in the guise of 
certificates of ‘cleanli- 
ness’. Prostitution was 
not to be suppressed but 
rather to be made safer 


for the clientele. Many 
workers however refused 
to turn up for ‘ inspec- 
tion’ or escaped from 
confinement. 


However amongst all of 


this discrimination and 
prejudice there was the 
occasional supporter of 
women’s/prostitutes’ 
rights. One magistrate 
upon hearing about the 
ways in which local 
workers were being 
treated said, “It is not to 
be tolerated that because 
these women live as they 
do, that they should be 
abused and 

mis- 

t) 
‘tolerated’ 7’ 
right up 
through 
to keep us 
gals ‘or- 
derly.. HO - 


treated.” 
the 1870s eg 
HUM. 


By and 
large we 
were 

and the 
laws were 
really there 


(Much of this informa- 
tion is from Stephen 
Aldred Griggs book 
“Pleasures of the Flesh”.) 


NZPC, Genelle 
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feeling of great excitement 

floods through me when I pick 

up the telephone to call an Escort 
Agency. If I have not previously called 
the Agency I do not quite know what to say. But the 
receptionist soon puts me at ease, if she is good at her 
job, as she chats in a friendly, confident manner. Her 
description of the ladies is something on its own - 
hard to explain - it makes my mind work overtime as I 
try to picture each lady from the description offered. 
From bust size 40" to size 34"; blondes, brunette and 
redheads; slim size 8 to ‘cuddly’ size 16. This is all part 
of the delicious expectation, as I select the lady I would 
like to see for an hour or so. 

While I am waiting the arrival of the lady, I take great 
care to prepare myself — a shower ensures that I smell 
nice, breath and teeth are taken care of with meticu- 
lous dental attention. I usually have a drink or two to 
settle my nerves, not enough to get drunk or even 
tipsy, but just enough so that I’m not a nervous wreck. 
All the time there is a delightful feeling of anticipation; 
this feeling is something that you have to experience 
yourself in order to appreciate the feeling of great 
excitement and expectation of something exciting and 
wonderful about to happen. I always experience this 
feeling and I hope that I always will. 

Waiting, as the time of her arrival nears, for the 
knock on the door is another high. If she is running a 
little late I begin to feel a little agitated, but this adds to 
the excitement, as long as 
she’s not too late. Then the 
long awaited knock finally 
comes, and my heart.skips a 
beat. Before I open the door 
I put on my best smile, a 
quick check in the mirror, 
and the moment has 
arrived. I have seldom been 
disappointed with my 
choice as I open the red 
door and politely usher her 
inside. 

I am looking not for just a sexual encounter, but 
humour, conversation, companionship, some kisses 


RUSSELL’S STORY 


as told by S L English 


and cuddles. Physical contact is important to me that’s 
why I like to have a massage; it relaxes me and it 
seems to relax the lady too. Barriers are broken down 
between us and it shows that she is not afraid to touch 
me. It is time well spent with a common ground able 
to be established between us. Lovemaking is the 
culmination of a wonderful time spent together but is 
not always necessary if I am able to develop a good 
rapport with her. 

I prefer to use an Escort Agency rather than a mas- 
sage parlour as it is more intimate and I seem to have 
more time. It is a one-on-one situation and there are 
no distractions of other goings-on or other patrons. In 
a parlour I feel let down if I have to wait to see my 
lady until she has finished with another client. With 
an Agency I don’t know if I am the first or the fourth, 
it always feels as though I am the only one. If I ask if 
she has been busy a little lie is nice; “No it’s been very 
quiet.” or “I’ve only just started work for the night.” 
This caters to my male vanity, I suppose. 

I’d like a girl to be reasonably attractive and from 
the descriptions given to me by the receptionist I am 
able to select someone who sounds attractive to me. I 
find no greater disappointment than someone arriving 


‘at my home who is nothing like the description given 


over the telephone; although, most girls have some 
redeeming quality, a nice speaking voice, a good sense 
of humour, or being well presented. A good conversa- 
tionalist is essential, someone who is up-to-date with 
local events and world news. 
She must be well dressed and 
presented, this shows that 
she cares for herself and has 
personal pride in herself and 
for her client. Cleanliness is 
vital, after all, I take great 
care to look and smell nice 
for her. Although I am not a 
smoker I do not mind if she 
smokes as she relaxes over a 
drink with me. Some ladies 


use this “drink time” to linger and stall for time, 
whereas a massage would be time better spent getting 
to know each other. Nice tidy, clean underwear is 
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lovely to look at and I like to help her undress as this 
adds to the total experience. Stockings and suspenders 
are my preference, just as I prefer a dress to pants; 
especially a dress that has a zip or buttons at the front 
that I can help her undo. 

I find “no kissing” a bit of a let-down as well as 
limited body-touching. Not that I want to indulge in 


and caresses is nice. I love the look, smell , touch and 
taste of a woman and I can sense when she is acting 
up to me. When my ego is satisfied an orgasm is not 
always necessary, although I know that some men 
would argue with this statement, I speak for myself. 
Afterwards I like to lay for a while and talk and relax, 
perhaps share a few cuddles and light kisses; rather 


deep kissing or to put my fingers where they are not 
wanted, I want to please her too; I at least do not want 
to turn her off. I am offended by bad breath, body 
odour, tatty underwear and unshaven armpits. Per- 
sonal pride is reflected in her manner of dress and 


than have her leap out of bed and dash for the shower, 
then hurriedly dress and make an excuse to leave. The 
offer of a shower together is nice and seems to “round 
off” the time spent together nicely, especially if I can 
help her with her clothes afterwards. 


presentation. I know that the lady is on a time sched- 
ule, but I do not like to be reminded by her constant 
clock-watching. I am put off by obvious lies, hearing 
‘about her personal problems and talk about her 
spouse. I especially detest theft. If she does not have a 
good attitude towards me or her work I feel used. I feel 
as though she should have stayed at home for the 
evening, rather than be where she obviously does not 
want to be. I do not like to be asked for more money, if 


I realise that not all of the lady’s clients are nice. And 
I hope that I have not upset anyone with these state- 
ments, but I have had wonderful times with some 


ladies and these are the things I 
appreciate and want to share. I 


hope that you will realise that we, 


the clients, are people too and 
want the best for you as well. I 
always treat the ladies with the 


NZPC wishes to thank Russell 
for this contribution, after all 
90% of the sex industry is the 
clients. 


I have enjoyed the lady’s company I will tip her, 


without a prompt. 


I like to feel as though she is enjoying the time 
together as I am, and a response to my gentle kisses 


tt, ALD 
respect that they deserve. The LN Py S 
rewards are well worth the effort. 
After all, guys, it is your time and 
money, so make the most of it. 
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Studies reveal disadvantages of 
spermicide nonoxynol-9 


The world’s most 
widely used spermi- 
cide, nonoxynol-9, 
has been recom- 
mended for a long 
time as an effective 
sperm destroyer and 
a protector against 
gonorrhoea, 
chlamydia, genital 
herpes and the HIV 
virus. Many pessa- 
ries and foams 
contain nonoxynol-9, 
and many condoms 
are coated with it. 
However, doubts are 


now being raised 


about its effective- 
ness as a prophylac- 
tic against the HIV 
virus and there are 
fears that its use may 
even encourage HIV 


_ transmission. Studies 


have shown that 
women who are 
“heavy users” (for 
example commercial 
sex workers (“prosti- 
tutes”) may suffer an 
adverse reaction to 
the spermicide which 
may create small 
lesions in the vagina 
through which HIV 


and other infections 


said studies 


can pass. Of 64 
women commercial on the 
sex workers in spermi- 


cide had 
been very 


Canada who used 
condoms lubricated 
inad- 


with nonoxynol-9, 28 * Talk, x. a 


ws Talk, Talk, Talk 


Talk, Talk, Talk 


reported vaginal 
discharge, five 
reported increased 
thrush infection and 
four reported a 
burning sensation or 
numbness. 

Another study found 
43 percent of women 
suffer irritation. Dr 
Malcolm Potts, 
Secretary of Interna- 
tional Family Health 


equate 

and more 
research 

was 

needed. (The 
Guardian, UK 11 
February 1992) 


NZPC does not stock condoms with 
nonoxynol-9: a gut feeling told us all 
would not be well — its good to see this 
backed up with research. 
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+ A Positive Result + 


When my partner and I went for an HIV test we didso 
under the assumption that the result was going to be 
negative, the test was only going to confirm this for us, 
we had given no consideration to the possibility of a 
positive result. 

We both went back a week later and got our results. 
I was negative, my partner (then 18) was HIV+ and he 
alsohad Hep B. We wereboth numb. Neither of uswas, 
in any way, ready for that sort of news. We spent that 
afternoon just walking around Hyde Park (Sydney) 


Even though no one else kniew about the result, the only * 
way that we felt we could cope was to leave Sydney. I gave 
up my job, as did my partner, and six weeks later we left for 
London. My partnerhad made the decision for himself that 
hedidn’t want tohaveany sort of sexual relationship so ours 
developed into a very strong and close friendship. 

During the following year he progressively went down 
hill. He went into major denial and drank and took drugs 
to the point where he would pass out. It started to ruin 


friendships that I had struck up and also another relation- 


trying to work it out, ship because no one could 
and ended up scor- understand why I put up 
ing a deal from the x O with the shit that he 
Cross and going would dish out to me. At 
home and getting the end of that year he 
smashed. remember had reached burn out and 


the counselling in 
the world wouldn’t 
have prepared us for 
the result. 

The next day we 
went back to the hospital for more counselling, and we 
were told that because my partner was an apprentice 
chef he would have to give it up because of the 
possibility of spreading HIV. This, as we now know, is 
aloadofcrap, but back in 1988 ithada hell ofanimpact 
on us. It was also recommended then that I have Hep 
B vacinations, which I did and would now recommend 
that any sexually active person consider doing the 
same. 

As far as we were concerned we had no one that we 
could turn to. There was no way we could tell our 
respective families and because the stigma attached to 
HIV then was even worse than it is now we felt as 


though we couldn't tell any of our friends. 


my partner handing decided to return to Aus- 
me the bong and a tralia to tell his family. 
tissuesoasI wouldn’t He and I and his family 
get Hep B. Fuck we and I were in constant 
were confused. All contact during that time, 


his family asking things 

of me that they were 

afraid to ask him and him 

because he felt that I was 

still the only person who 
understood. 

Four years down the track he has qualified as a chef and 
islivingwith HIV ina very supportive and healthy relation- 
ship. His family are great and he and | are even closer than 
we have ever been. He’s better looking now than he was 
when I met him. 

The point I’m trying to make is that an HIV test is 
important but should only be taken when you are com- 
pletely ready. Don’t let anyone else force you into having 
atest. Aslongasyou usecondomsand practice safe sex then 
a test is something to be done when you have the support, 
and when you are as prepared as you can be for the result. 

Name supplied 
but withheld 
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WHEN THE DREAM 


BECOMES REALITY 


“working girls” we have all 

Ar the dream of meeting a 
ich man and marrying for 

money. He is blindly in love with us and 
willing to ‘take us away from this life’. 
He treats us like gold, worshiping the 
ground we walk on and forgives us our 
past, knowing that we were doing it for 
financial reason. Think carefully before 
you commit yourself to this life-time of 
deception. 

When he was simply a client I could 
leave when his time was up. I could do 
what I wanted with the cash he gave 
me. The fact that his kisses and ca- 
resses left me cold did not bother me 
when I saw him for only a few hours. 
His company is scintillating and enter- 
taining, for an hour or two; but after 
that it becomes dull and boring and my 
endurance is sorely tested. He treats 
me wonderfully well, buys me anything 
I want, he takes me to the finest restau- 


rants, we go for overseas holidays, I 
wear beautiful clothes, furs and jewel- 
lery, we have a beautiful home and 


grounds, He loves me 
dearly. But I feel as 
though I am living a lie. Is 
my desire for money and 
material possessions so 
great that I have sold - 
my soul? I was willing a, 
to sell my time and 
body, certainly. But as 
long as I could walk away 
I could endure almost 
anybody and anything. 
Now all has changed, I feel 
trapped, living a lie. Iam 
hurting myself. 

My days are for myself. I go shop- 


ping, walk in my garden, write long 
letters to friends. But when I hear his 
car pull into the driveway in the early 
evening, I must devote myself to his 
needs and wants. Our evenings are 
spent quietly watching television, read- 
ing and having a few too many wines. 
Sometime we go for a meal or visit 
friends. But when bed-time approaches, 
I find all sorts of reasons to delay going 
to bed with him. I must wait for the fire 
to die down... I must finish this letter... I 
must do the dishes... I want to see the 
end of this movie... anything to avoid 
those cold hands on my body, his wet 
open mouth slobbering my lips and 
nose... anything! 

He deserves better than I can give him. 
I deserve to be with someone I can truly 
love. We both deserve happiness and 
contentment. I am reminded of the old 
Eagles song “You Can’t Hide Those Lyin’ 
Eyes”... I wonder, can I? and for how 
long? I have everything I could want, 
except my self respect and ownership of 
my soul. I am still ‘working 


see only one ‘client’, constantly. Iam 
not happy. 
Anonymous 
June 1992 SIREN 
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C 


ear Siren Authors, 
I am writing to 
thank Stacey of No 


28 for her article in Issue 5/ 
92. I, too agree that your 
magazine seems to continu- 
ally portray a bad image of 
prostitutes eg. drug users, 
needles, moaners and articles 


about “try-hard tough girls”. 


Every single letter or poem 
from girls are always nega- 
tive and self-degrading. If 
these women hate the 
industry and the clients as 
much as they seem to —- why 
don’t they get out and let the 
real professionals do their 
job? 

Everyone moans and 
gripes about the clients — 
you all seem to have forgot- 
ten one important thing — 
without clients, you all 
wouldn’t have an income. If 
you tried treating these men 
with respect, instead of 
viewing them all as a poten- 
tial arsehole, you would get 
shown respect back. 

I live in Hamilton and . 
worked in two different 
escort agencies in a year. I 
treated all the clients as 
human beings who have 
paid for my time, after all, 
paying a $100 when most of 
these guys earn $300-$400 a 
week is 1/4 of their weekly 
income, and I felt they 
should get their money’s 
worth. I showed them 
respect, and because I 
treated them as individuals 
and someone worth know- 
ing, I was respect back. 

I have certainly met my fair 
share of wankers — but I 
played a different game. 
Instead of telling someone to 


piss off when they get smart 
or rough, I just tell them 
“look, I really want to stay 
with you and make this time 
together special, but if you 
are going to continue to 
hassle me, I’m going to have 
to leave you.” Wow! it sure 
worked. Not only did the 
smart guys shut up, but the 
rough ones acted like pussy 
cats. 

I never ruffle anyone’s ego, 
and the results spoke for 
themselves — I was a very 
busy girl, with all the repeat 
business, just by being nice 
to the men. So many girls 
they had seen had either 
been cold, smart-cows or just 
didn’t give a damn, so when 
I started looking after them 
nicely, I reaped the rewards. 
I did exactly the same things 
as any other girl does ina 
room, but the difference was 
that my brain worked on 
them. I played the same 
mind games on them that the 
guys played on us. 

Girls, the hot tip here is no 
matter how nice, good, bad, 
yuck the client is — just be 
nice to him and treat him 
like a human being, and the 
financial gains will be yours. 
Hell, if you want to be in this 
business, you may as well do 
the job properly, or not 
bother. 

I agree that prostitutes give 
themselves a hard time. If 
you feel bad about what you 
do, depression and self- 
abuse sets in. So lets change 
this! When you’ve had a 
great night and you go home 
with a lot of money, you 
usually feel good about 
yourself, because you have 


alifornia Girl 


earned every cent of it, so 
don’t blow it. Put it in the 
bank and let it grow. There’s 
nothing that gives you a 
better feeling of security and 
self-worth than financial 
stability. You start to feel 
more secure and you actually 
start to like yourself. 

After working for a year, I 
had enough money to go in 
with a partner and start an 
escort agency (California 
Girls) in Hamilton. You 
probably have heard about 
us or saw us on TV3 when 
we were having dramas with 
the Hamilton City Council 
over relocating to a residen- 
tial area. 

I employ all the staff, and 
we are very busy because all 
the girls like to have a good 
time with the clients, so 
therefore the clients come 
back. They have felt relaxed 
and have been utterly 
pampered, so the clients treat 
the girls very well in turn, 
simply because they have 
had a girl that “wants” to 
look after them. In simple 
terms, treating the men well 
means repeat business 
(because the guys are really 
rapt) and the girl’s wallet is 
full. At the end of the day, 
isn’t that what this whole 
industry is about? 

My point is, stop sitting 
around moaning and groan- 
ing about everything and get 
off your bum and solve the 
problem, because no one 
else is going to do it for you. 
This is a very competitive 
business, and if you can’t do 
the job properly, there are 
plenty of excellent working 
girls in this country to do it 


S 


for you. 

I know that sounds rude, 
but that’s the bottom line. 
Your income depends on 
having the right attitude, and 
if it isn’t happening head- 
wise, it never will, unless 
you make an effort to get it 
together. 

This magazine also has a 
lot of articles in it from and 
about drug users etc. some 
of which give the rest of the 
industry a bad name. I don’t 
know how drug users get 
away with working in 
parlours etc as they can lose 
their licences over it. 

Legally, escort agencies 
and parlours follow the same 
rules (even though most of 
the parlours deny this), 
which are; no staff under 18, 
no criminal records, no drug 
users. So to all of the drug 
users that write to your 
magazine — they’re lucky to 
still have jobs. 

Lastly, the credit card issue. 
I will tell you the facts. Visa, 
Bankcard, Mastercard clear 
the minute they are banked. 
So to all the girls that can’t 
get their money the day the 
cards are banked from their 
bosses, I’d suggest you find a 
more honest person to work 
for. American Express and 
Diners Club do take 7-10 
days to clear, as they have to 
be mailed and processed etc. 

I have heard from heaps of 
girls who work in parlours in 
Hamilton, and they have 
heaps of problems getting 
their money. Some of them 
have to wait for at least six 
weeks to get it, as their 
bosses tell them it takes this 
long. Many girls also say that 
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their bosses keep the money 
in lieu of shift fees etc. One 
particular girl that I know 
had at least $600 owing to 
her in credit cards, and her 
boss just refused to give her 
the cash, saying that the 
parlour would offset it off 
her shift fees etc. 

As I said to her “what 
happens if you get three jobs 
tonight and they’re all credit 
cards as well?” I'd say she 
would have paid her shift 
fees up for the next three 
years by now! 

I know of another girl who 
had $400 owing to her in 
credit cards, who decided to 
leave the particular parlour 
she was working at, and 
when she tried to get the 
money from management, it 
was tough luck. 

We all know of situations 
when girls have been ripped 
off or lied to, and everyone 
should stick together on 
these issues, If one girl tries 
to stand up to management 
about the money from credit 
cards, from what I’ve heard, 
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she is told to leave and work 
elsewhere. 

But if all of you front up 
and stick with it, you may 
get somewhere. Your boss 
will hardly fire every single 
person that works there — 
will they? So if every girl has 
her say and everyone backs 
her, it just may work. Every- 
one on staff is in the same 
boat where the money from 
credit cards is concerned, so 
put a united front to change 
the system. After all, it is 
your hard earned money and 
you deserve to have it. 

This isn’t a problem in the 
Hamilton escort agencies. 
For a start, there are only 
three of us that accept credit 
cards; which are California 
Girls, Toni’s and Courtneys. I 
know for a fact that each of 
us all pay the girls for their 
work at the end of each shift, 
regardless of how the client 
paid. So if we get heaps of 
cheques and credit cards, the 
girls still get all their money 
at the end of the night: This 
is how it should always be. 
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I know that most of the 
Auckland escort agencies are 
pretty good too, but its about 
time that the massage 
parlours caught onto the 
truth (the dishonest ones we 
keep on hearing about in 
SIREN, I’m referring to). 

As Stacey says in her letter, 
“lets hear from more of the 
self-empowered strong, 
successful working women 
out there because surely 
there are some awesomely 
advanced ladies in this 
industry. 

Lets help turn SIREN into 
the positive magazine it 
should be, instead of this 
negative, depressing tale of 
woe it is at present. Without 
us working girls, there 
wouldn’t need to be a 
magazine, so while we are 
lucky enough to have the 
NZPC to care for our safety, 
lets make the most of it, and 
write in about the good 
things that happen to us in 
our work, eg huge tips, good 
conditions, your biggest and 
best night ever (financially) 
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funny things that happen etc, 
instead of depressing the 
people that don’t wish to be 
depressed. 

Also, if you have major 
problems with your work, 
don’t turn to drugs and 
booze to get tough and hard, 
otherwise you will NEVER 
get out of this industry. You 
will just dig a deep hole for 
yourself. Get some help. 
Your GP can refer you to the 
outpatients section of the 
hospitals for free counselling 
and advice. Don’t get your- 
self in a rut or you will ruin 
yourself for the rest of your 
life. Phone Lifeline anony- 
mously, where you will not 
be discriminated against. 
Take a self-help or life skills 
course at your local poly- 
technic etc, or ask around 
your friends for some 
constructive ideas. 

Remember, there is plenty 
of help available out there, 
you just have to make the 
decision to find it. Thank 
you for printing this. 


Abby 


Nobody looks or asks for HIV/AIDS, why on earth would anyone want to, and it is 
disheartening to hear venomous tongues at work when most people don’t really know 
much about HIV/AIDS, and while we are still looking for a cure, instead of bitching we 
should learn about preventative measures to stop the spread. 

| would like to speak on behalf of everyone who sees this condition/virus as the killer 


it is and what we can do to stop it from killing our families and friends. 


| have had an HIV/AIDS test and waiting for the results was the worry for me, all the 
what ifs...? | didn’t even really want to know about the results but how could | defend a 
cause if | wasn’t even being totally honest with myself, only | knew what I had been up 
to and the risks had definitely been there over the years. 

| have friends who are HIV Positive and AIDS, and they seem to cope with what they 
know and they want people to be aware of the prevention and the cause and live as 


normal a life as the virus will allow. 


My tests came back negative, | don’t have the worry any more because | will not put 
myself at risk ever again, and will try to educate other people to do the same. 
Name supplied but withheld 
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MISUNDERSTOOD 


Popular images of the prostitute paint 
her (or him) as a drugged out, screwed 
up cheap and nasty low-life nympho- 
maniac, who pays for her fishnets and 
tamgesics by preying on innocent men. 
Of course we know the truth of the 
situation: hookers are cteated by men, 
there is no supply without demand. But 
in order to make up for the fact that the 
only way some of them can get inti- 
macy, sexual satisfaction, or even just 
plain old attention is to pay for it, men 
have pointed the finger — or rather the 
long arm of the law — at the provider of 
the services. This is just another exam- 
ple of oppression by those who have 
financial and political control. HOW 
DARE THEY CALL US CRIMINALS 
WHEN THEY KNOWINGLY CREATED 
THE INDUSTRY! Its not really that 
different from Victorian England. Back 
then they kept women in their place by 
writing a list of ‘suspicious behaviours’ 
which marked any woman who did 
these things as a prostitute and there- 
fore a criminal and a social outcast. 
Included in this list were things like 
sitting or standing in a public place 
unaccompanied by a male, being out at 
nights, etc — so you cold choose to stay 
at home and behave yourself, or stay in 
prison and behave yourself. 

A recent court case in Denmark shows 
how the justice system feels about sex 


workers. A rapist was convicted and 
given a very light sentence (about 3 
months) because the woman he raped 
was “only” a prostitute. 

We all know the story, we've heard it all 
before. The question is, what can we do 
to change the situation? It may seem 
that there is no point. Hands up those 
who are tired of trying to justify their 
jobs; of arguing with other peoples’ 
hatred, prejudices and misunderstand- 
ings? 

We all choose our own way to deal 
with the job and the bullshit that goes 
with it. Often this may mean biting our 
tongues (of course it always does with 
clients or they'll just go elsewhere to 
live out their fantasies), But there are 
some things we working girls can do to 
give ourselves a better deal. 


1. Stick together. Solidarity is important, 
this job ain’t easy, so keep an eye on 
your mates and let them know they 
have your support (also support of 
NZPC and SIREN). 


. Don’t undercharge. He may come 
back and ask for you another once 
or twice, but this only puts the 
pressure on us all to give out 
bargains and overall it drops all our 
wages. Think about it. If Everyone 
charged say $100.00 the lot they’d 


have to pay it cos they couldn’t get it 
any cheaper elsewhere. 


. Push for decriminalisation. Anything 
else is just bullshit. Next time you’re 
stuck for graffiti... 


. Destroy prejudice. When you meet it 
in your private life point out the real 
situation. 


. Don’t let parlour owners/ managers 
push you around. If they’re giving 
you a bum deal or treating you like 
a battery hen, get together and 
discuss it with them. Also publicise 
any mistreatment. 


. Finally, take care of yourself. No- 
body can keep it together if they are 
always wasted, exhausted or sick. 
Have a break when you need it and 
don’t let bosses put a guilt trip on 
you about it. 


Thank youto NZPC and SIREN. 
Lannab 
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Account 
Bank/Branch 
Credit Card # 


DESCRIPTION OF MUG 

Name 
ge 

Height 

Hair/Beard 

Eyes 

Distinguishing features (tattoos etc) 

Nationality 


TIRED OF THOSE JERKS... 


Who con you into accepting a cheque, only to find it’s 
been cancelled? 9, 


> 


They never intended to pay for your time! 


| 

J 

| If you receive one of these cheques send it on to your local NZPC branch and 
we'll add it to our list of offenders. Regular copies of the list are available 

l through your NZPC branch. 

However, before sending the cheque to us, please check with the bank 

concerned that the cheque has not been reported stolen! 


| DESCRIPTION OF VEHICLE 


Colour 
Make 


Distinguishing features 


| ne 
arene 


| Number Plate 


| DESCRIPTION OF MUG 


N 
| Name 


Age 
| es ee 


| Height 


| Hair/Beard 


| Eyes 


| Distinguishing features (tattoos etc) 


Nationality 
L 


What does he do? 


Weapons 


| Credit Card # 


UPdate 


DECRIMINALISATION 

Asmall group of sex industry workers want to preserve the status quo 
regarding decriminalisation of soliciting. This is good news for therest 
of us. Next time we are busted, perhaps we can “borrow” their names 
so they can appear in court, cop the conviction, lose their job if they 
work in a licensed parlour, jeopardise their bosses’ licenses, have the 
prostitution-related conviction recorded against their name to inhibit 
their chances of finding a “straight” joband forget about fulfilling their 
lifetime dream of travelling overseas, eg USA. For some inexplicable 
reason they seem to believe it won’t happen to them because they are 
discreet. Believe me, the law makes no such discrimination. 


Ona more serious note, NZPC has evidence that the police are using 
condoms are evidence of prostitution-related offences. We are aware 
the police aren't paid to figure out public health policies, however, 
neither are prostitutes. Somehow, despite the odds, is seems as though 
sex industry workers have contributed enormously towards the pre- 
vention of HIV/AIDS in this country, so why does legislation continue 
to punish and inhibit our attempts at promoting safe sex? 


UGLY 
MigGs 


The Ugly Mugs sheet was introduced into NZ 
when we saw the Aussie Ugly Mugs and the 
advantage it gives the workers if they are ap- 
proached by a Mug when working. Just recently 
one Mug has been caught and convicted. He’s the 
one who drove the Canon 5 car and caused a lot of 
trouble to girls who got in his car. 

In Auckland we are going to put out an Ugly 
Mugs update each week so anyone giving trouble 
let us know and he can go on the list. We have to 
help each other when you are out on the street and 
make a note of the car that another worker gets 
into. You may be theonly one who could help with 
a description if it is needed. 

_ Remember that Leah disappeared — Rosalyn 
was found unconscious — and Debbie was killed 

on the street. Look out for each other and keep 

those descriptions of Ugly Mugs coming in. 

Of course Ugly Mugs don’t only frequent the 
street. They do visit parlours and call up for 
escorts. For some of you out there in smaller cities 
without NZPC bases how about phoning around 


WHEN WILL COMMON SENSE PREVAIL? 

We commend the efforts of a certain Constable who on the night of 
April 3 felt it significant to confiscate condoms as evidence of 
soliciting. Well done constable, we hope you get the demotion you 
deserve. Thanks for your contribution to the prevention of HIV/AIDS 
in New Zealand. Drop a letter to your local MP or contact us if you 
support decriminalisation. 


GAY/MALE ESCORTS 

NZPC would like to hear from you. We are keen to assist you. What 
are your needs? Contact Garth, 04 382 8791 (NZPC Wellington) or 
Tim 09 3666 105 (NZPC Auckland), collect if necessary. 


CHRISTCHURCH WORKERS! 
Hopefully NZPC will be able to provide you with a drop-in centre 
soon. We are currently looking for premises and funding. 


WELLINGTON WORKERS 

Tuesdays, 6-8pm Pamela the Nurse from the Sexual Health Services 
(STD) is available at NZPC, 282 Cuba Street to provide an HIV/AIDS 
test— free —anonymous (you don'tneed to give your name) along with 
pre and post test counselling. If you would like to make an appoint- 
ment, ring NZPC 382 8791. 


other agencies, parlours etc, when they pop up in 
your region. Co-operation goes a long way to- 
wards safety. Many of you do this anyway! 
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: r Ugly Mugs on the Street 


I Having this list and sharing your knowledge of 
I Ugly Mugs with others helps to make working 
I in the sex industry safer. If you have had 
I trouble with a client, fill out the description 
I sheet onthe next page, then phone it through 
I to your branch of NZPC (AK-3666-106/ WGTN 
I 382 8791/ CHCH 652-595/ Dunedin 4776 988 
I - or bring it-to us. 
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-NZPC 


NZ Prostitutes Collective 
National Office PO Box 11-412 
Manners St, Wellington. 


provide... 


e Support and a friendly environment 

¢ Condoms and water-based lubricants 

e Magazines for workers in the sex industry 

¢ Information on HIV/AIDS and other STDs 

¢ Referral service to sympathetic doctors and 
other complementary agencies 


NZPC 

Centres 

Auckland 

227a Symonds St 

Phone (09) 3666-106 

Wellington 

282 Cuba St Pop in and have a chat or 

cl acl phone us up! If you getthe 
Christchurch answer-phone, be sure to { 
Phone (03) 652-595 leave a message and some- 
Dunedin one will call you back as soon 

30 Moray Place as possible. 


hone 03-4776-988 
i coe 


SIREN 


